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Insiders Guide to Myrtle Beach and the Grand Strand

Nestled along the stunning coastline of South Carolina, Myrtle Beach and the Grand Strand region
offer a perfect blend of sun-soaked beaches, vibrant entertainment, and charming southern
hospitality. Whether you?re a first-time visitor or a seasoned traveler, this insider?s guide will help
you uncover the hidden gems, must-see attractions, and local secrets that make Myrtle Beach and
the Grand Strand an unforgettable destination. From pristine beaches and thrilling amusement parks
to delectable dining and unique shopping experiences, get ready to explore everything this vibrant
coastal area has to offer.

Understanding Myrtle Beach and the Grand Strand

What Is the Grand Strand?

The Grand Strand is a 60-mile stretch of coastline along the Atlantic Ocean in South Carolina. It
encompasses numerous communities, each offering its own unique vibe, attractions, and amenities.
Myrtle Beach is the most prominent city along this strip and serves as the hub for entertainment,
dining, and nightlife.

Why Visit Myrtle Beach?

Myrtle Beach is renowned for its:

- Wide, sandy beaches perfect for sunbathing and water sports
- World-class golf courses
- Family-friendly attractions and amusement parks
- Vibrant nightlife and entertainment options
- Rich local history and cultural experiences

This combination makes it an ideal destination for a diverse range of travelers, from families and
couples to solo adventurers.

Top Beaches to Explore
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Myrtle Beach Main Beach

This is the most popular stretch of the Grand Strand, featuring:

- Clean, wide sandy shores
- Accessible public access points
- Oceanfront boardwalk with shops, restaurants, and entertainment
- Activities such as beach volleyball, jet skiing, and parasailing

North Myrtle Beach

Known for its quieter atmosphere and family-friendly vibe, North Myrtle Beach offers:

- Less crowded beaches
- Charming boutique shops and local eateries
- Golf courses nearby

Surfside Beach & Garden City Beach

These neighboring communities are perfect for visitors seeking a relaxed beach experience with:

- Great fishing spots
- Casual dining options
- Community festivals and events

Must-See Attractions and Activities

Amusement Parks and Family Fun

Myrtle Beach is a haven for family entertainment, featuring:

- Broadway at the Beach: An entertainment complex with shops, restaurants, an aquarium, and
theaters

- Family Kingdom Amusement Park: Classic rides and water slides right on the beach
- Alligator Adventure: A wildlife park with reptiles, mammals, and interactive exhibits
- Ripley?s Aquarium: An immersive experience with underwater tunnels and touch tanks
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Golfing Paradise

With over 100 golf courses, Myrtle Beach is considered the golf capital of the East Coast. Highlights
include:

- Signature courses like Caledonia Golf & Fish Club and Tidewater Golf Club
- Affordable options for beginners and seasoned pros alike
- Golf packages that combine multiple courses for the ultimate experience

Nature and Outdoor Adventures

Explore the natural beauty of the area through:

- Hiking and biking trails in Murrells Inlet and the Waccamaw National Wildlife Refuge
- Boat tours to see dolphins and explore coastal ecosystems
- Marina excursions for deep-sea fishing or sunset cruises
- Brookgreen Gardens: A stunning sculpture garden and wildlife preserve

Dining Experiences and Local Cuisine

Seafood and Coastal Cuisine

No trip to Myrtle Beach is complete without indulging in fresh seafood. Must-try dishes include:

- Fried shrimp and oysters
- Lowcountry boil with crab, sausage, and corn
- Grouper sandwiches and fish tacos
- Seafood platters at local shacks and fine dining establishments

Southern Comfort Food

Enjoy classic Southern dishes such as:

- Shrimp and grits
- Fried chicken with biscuits
- Barbecue ribs and pulled pork sandwiches
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Unique Dining Experiences

Discover some of the area?s hidden culinary gems:

- Sea Captain?s House: A historic beachfront restaurant with panoramic views
- The Melting Pot: An interactive fondue experience perfect for date nights
- Local seafood markets: For fresh catches to take home or enjoy on-site

Shopping and Nightlife

Shopping Destinations

From outlet malls to boutique shops, Myrtle Beach offers:

- Market Common: Upscale shopping, dining, and entertainment complex
- Beach Market at the Boardwalk: Souvenirs, arts, and crafts
- Barefoot Landing: Unique shops and waterfront dining

Nightlife and Entertainment

Experience the vibrant nightlife scene with options such as:

- Live music venues featuring local and national acts
- Comedy clubs and theaters like the Carolina Opry
- Beach bars and nightclubs for dancing and cocktails
- Casino cruises and night shows for a lively evening

Seasonal Events and Festivals

Annual Events

Throughout the year, Myrtle Beach hosts numerous festivals and events, including:

- Myrtle Beach Bike Week
- Shag Dance Championships
- Spring and Fall Tourism Weeks
- Seafood Festivals and Farmers Markets
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Special Seasonal Tips

Visit during shoulder seasons (spring and fall) for fewer crowds and better deals, or plan around
major festivals for a lively experience.

Local Tips and Insider Secrets

Hidden Beaches and Quiet Spots

For a more secluded experience, explore lesser-known beaches such as:

- Deerfield Beach
- Crescent Beach
- Sunset Beach

Best Times to Visit

The ideal visiting window is during spring (March?May) and fall (September?November) when the
weather is pleasant, and the crowds are thinner.

Transportation Tips

Getting around is easiest with a car, but there are also shuttle services, trolleys, and bike rentals
available for exploring locally.

Conclusion

Myrtle Beach and the Grand Strand offer a dynamic mix of natural beauty, exciting attractions, and
southern charm. Whether you?re seeking adventure, relaxation, or entertainment, this insider?s
guide provides the essentials to craft a memorable trip. Embrace the local culture, explore hidden
gems, and indulge in the region?s delicious cuisine to truly experience the heart of Myrtle Beach.
Start planning your visit today and uncover the countless treasures waiting along this iconic
coastline.
 
Insiders Guide to Myrtle Beach and The Grand Strand

Nestled along the southeastern coast of South Carolina, Myrtle Beach and the expansive Grand
Strand offer a vibrant blend of sun-soaked beaches, lively entertainment, and rich local culture. For
travelers seeking both relaxation and adventure, understanding the nuances of this iconic
destination can transform an ordinary vacation into an extraordinary experience. This insider?s
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guide delves into the hidden gems, practical tips, and contextual insights that will help visitors
navigate and truly appreciate what Myrtle Beach and the Grand Strand have to offer.

Understanding the Geography and Layout of Myrtle Beach and the
Grand Strand

The Grand Strand: A Coastal Corridor

The Grand Strand is not just a single beach but a 60-mile stretch of uninterrupted coastline along
South Carolina?s Atlantic Ocean. It encompasses numerous communities, each with its distinct
personality and attractions. From the bustling heart of Myrtle Beach to the quieter shores of North
Myrtle Beach and the charming Murrells Inlet, the Grand Strand provides a diverse spectrum of
experiences.

Key Communities Along the Grand Strand:

- Myrtle Beach: The commercial hub known for its lively boardwalk, amusement parks, and
nightlife.

- North Myrtle Beach: A more relaxed, family-friendly environment with beautiful beaches and golf
courses.

- Surfside Beach: Known as ?The Family Beach,? offering a laid-back atmosphere.
- Murrells Inlet: A quaint fishing village famed for its seafood and marshlands.
- South Strand (including Pawleys Island and Litchfield): A more tranquil area with historic charm

and natural beauty.

Accessibility and Transportation

Getting around the Grand Strand is relatively straightforward, but insider knowledge can make travel
smoother:

- Major Access Points: Myrtle Beach International Airport offers convenient flights from across the
country.

- Roads and highways: U.S. Highway 17 is the main artery running north-south, connecting the
communities.

- Public Transportation: Limited but available via local buses and shuttles, primarily during peak
seasons.

- Rental Vehicles and Taxis: Recommended for exploring beyond the central areas or visiting
more secluded spots.

Published by: bra.am Page 6 of 11



DREAMING WITH ANIMALS: ANNA HYATT HUNTINGTON AND BROOKGREEN GA... Vol. 2025, Issue 8

Must-Visit Attractions and Hidden Gems

Iconic Attractions

- Myrtle Beach Boardwalk & Promenade: Stretching over a mile along Ocean Boulevard, this
bustling hub features arcades, amusement rides, and eateries with ocean views.

- Ripley?s Aquarium: An engaging experience for families, showcasing marine life through
immersive exhibits and tunnels.

- Brooks Stadium: Home to the Coastal Carolina Chanticleers, offering a taste of college sports
energy.

- Pirates Voyage Dinner & Show: A popular dinner theater with pirate-themed entertainment,
suitable for all ages.

Hidden Gems and Local Favorites

- The Murrells Inlet MarshWalk: A scenic waterfront boardwalk lined with seafood shacks, bars,
and live music, offering a more relaxed vibe than the main strip.

- Huntington Beach State Park: Known for its natural beauty, birdwatching, and the historic
Atalaya Castle, this park is a haven for nature lovers.

- Brookgreen Gardens: A stunning sculpture garden and wildlife preserve that provides cultural
enrichment away from the crowds.

- The Hammock Shops Village: Located in Pawleys Island, this charming shopping destination
features handcrafted hammocks, local art, and eateries.

Dining Scene: From Casual to Fine Dining

Local Seafood and Coastal Cuisine

Myrtle Beach?s culinary scene is a celebration of fresh seafood and Southern flavors. Insider tips
include:

- Seafood Shacks: Try the ?Sea Captain?s House? or ?Drunken Jack?s? for authentic coastal
dishes.

- All-You-Can-Eat Buffets: Popular at various establishments, offering shrimp, crab legs, and
more.

- Local Fish Markets: Buy fresh catches to prepare your own seafood feast or enjoy at local
restaurants.
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Unique Dining Experiences

- SkyWheel Restaurants: Some dining venues offer panoramic views atop the iconic Ferris wheel.
- Farm-to-Table Restaurants: Several establishments focus on locally sourced ingredients,

emphasizing sustainability and freshness.
- Themed Eateries: From pirate-themed pubs to retro diners, the options cater to diverse tastes.

Sweet Treats and Nightlife

- Fudge and Candy Shops: Many locations offer homemade confections perfect for souvenirs.
- Nightclubs and Live Music Venues: The Myrtle Beach Market Common area and Broadway at

the Beach feature vibrant nightlife with live bands, craft cocktails, and dancing.

Outdoor Activities and Adventure

Beaches and Water Sports

- Surfing and Paddleboarding: Several rental shops along the coast make it accessible for
beginners and experts alike.

- Jet Skiing and Parasailing: Thrilling ways to view the coastline from a different perspective.
- Beach Volleyball and Sunbathing: The beaches are wide and welcoming, perfect for relaxation

or active play.

Golf and Tennis

Myrtle Beach is often called the ?Golf Capital of the World,? boasting over 90 courses designed by
renowned architects. Insider tips:

- Best Courses: Courses like Caledonia Golf & Fish Club and Pawleys Plantation offer
challenging layouts and scenic beauty.

- Tournaments and Deals: Look for offseason deals or local tournaments to experience premier
golf without the crowds.

Nature and Wildlife Exploration

- Marsh Tours and Bird Watching: Explore the estuaries and marshlands via guided boat tours.
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- Hiking and Biking Trails: Huntington Beach State Park and the Waccamaw Neck Bikeway
provide scenic routes for outdoor enthusiasts.

- Fishing: Both freshwater and saltwater options abound; rent a boat or fish from the piers.

Accommodations: Where to Stay for Every Budget

Luxury Resorts and Hotels

- Marriott Resort at Grande Dunes: Offers upscale amenities and oceanfront views.
- Sea Crest Oceanfront Resort: Combines luxury with family-friendly features like pools and lazy

rivers.

Mid-Range Options

- Holiday Inn at the Beach: Comfortable rooms with convenient access to the boardwalk.
- Beach Colony Resort: Offers spacious condos perfect for families or groups.

Budget-Friendly Stays

- Motels and Inns: Several affordable options along Ocean Boulevard.
- Vacation Rentals: Platforms like Airbnb and Vrbo feature homes and apartments, allowing for a

more personalized stay.

Seasonal Tips and Best Times to Visit

Peak Season (Summer: June - August)

Expect large crowds, lively events, and hot weather. Book accommodations early and prepare for
busy beaches.

Shoulder Seasons (Spring and Fall)

Ideal for avoiding crowds, enjoying milder weather, and finding better deals on lodging and activities.

Off-Season (Winter)

While some attractions close or reduce hours, the mild climate makes it suitable for golf and
exploring without the crowds. Plus, holiday events add a festive touch.
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Practical Tips for an Insider Experience

- Plan Ahead: Book popular restaurants and activities in advance, especially during peak season.
- Explore Beyond the Main Strip: Venture into neighboring communities for unique experiences

and quieter beaches.
- Local Events Calendar: Check for festivals, concerts, and seasonal events such as the Blue

Crab Festival or the Myrtle Beach Bike Week.
- Connect with Locals: Engage with community centers, local guides, and residents for

personalized tips and hidden spots.

Conclusion: Making the Most of Your Myrtle Beach Adventure

Myrtle Beach and the Grand Strand are more than just a tourist destination; they are a vibrant,
multifaceted region offering something for everyone. From iconic attractions and bustling nightlife to
serene parks and hidden local treasures, understanding the nuances of this coastal area allows
visitors to craft a personalized, enriching experience. Whether you're a family seeking fun-filled
days, a golfer chasing world-class courses, or a couple looking for romantic sunsets, this insider?s
guide provides the insights needed to navigate and enjoy Myrtle Beach and the Grand Strand like a
seasoned traveler.

By embracing both the popular spots and lesser-known gems, visitors can uncover the true spirit of
this dynamic coastline?one that combines natural beauty, rich culture, and warm Southern
hospitality into an unforgettable vacation.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the must-visit attractions in Myrtle Beach according to insiders?
Insiders recommend visiting the Myrtle Beach Boardwalk, SkyWheel, and the Myrtle Beach State
Park for a mix of entertainment, scenic views, and outdoor activities. How can I find the best local
restaurants in Myrtle Beach? Check out popular spots like Sea Captain?s House, Greg Norman
Australian Grille, and local favorites such as River City Cafe for authentic seafood and Southern
cuisine, often highlighted in insider guides. What are some insider tips for avoiding crowds at The
Grand Strand? Visit popular beaches early in the morning or late in the evening, and explore
lesser-known spots like North Myrtle Beach or Surfside Beach for a more relaxed experience. What
are the best family-friendly activities in Myrtle Beach and The Grand Strand? Family favorites
include Ripley's Aquarium, WonderWorks, and the Myrtle Beach SkyWheel, along with mini-golf
courses and live entertainment shows suitable for all ages. Are there any hidden gems or
off-the-beaten-path destinations in Myrtle Beach? Yes, places like Huntington Beach State Park,
Brookgreen Gardens, and the Atalaya Castle offer unique experiences away from the typical tourist
spots. What is the best time of year to visit Myrtle Beach and The Grand Strand for ideal weather
and events? Spring (March to May) and fall (September to November) are ideal, offering pleasant
weather, fewer crowds, and events like the Myrtle Beach Bike Week and fall festivals. 
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