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Attractions Along the Comrades Route

The Comrades Marathon, often dubbed the world's greatest ultra marathon, is more than just a test
of endurance?it is an exploration of South Africa?s diverse landscapes, rich history, and vibrant
culture. Running from Durban to Pietermaritzburg or vice versa, the route traverses a region filled
with scenic beauty, historical landmarks, and unique attractions that appeal to travelers and sports
enthusiasts alike. Whether you?re a participant or a spectator, exploring the attractions along the

Comrades route offers a rewarding journey that extends beyond the race itself, providing insights
into the heart of KwaZulu-Natal province and its surrounding areas.

Historical and Cultural Landmarks

1. Pietermaritzburg - The Starting or Finishing Point

- The KwaZulu-Natal Museum
Located in Pietermaritzburg, this museum showcases the rich history and biodiversity of the region,
including exhibits on the Zulu kingdom, colonial history, and local wildlife.

- The Royal Palace of the Zulu Kingdom

While not always open to the public, the nearby areas of the Zulu royal residence offer insights into
Zulu traditions and leadership, adding cultural depth to your journey.

- Victoria Street and the OIld Colonial Buildings

Walking through Victoria Street, visitors can see well-preserved colonial architecture, reflecting
Pietermaritzburg?s history as a colonial hub.

2. Durban - The Starting or Finishing Point
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- uShaka Marine World

A premier entertainment destination with an aquarium, water rides, and lively eateries, perfect for
relaxing after the race.

- The Victoria Street Market

A vibrant marketplace offering spices, textiles, and crafts that reflect Durban?s multicultural heritage.

- The Durban Botanic Gardens

Established in 1849, these gardens feature indigenous and exotic plants, providing a peaceful
respite and a glimpse into local flora.

Scenic Natural Attractions

1. Drakensberg Mountains

- Located near the route, the Drakensberg offers breathtaking mountain scenery, rugged cliffs,
and waterfalls.

- Popular activities include hiking, rock climbing, and exploring caves with ancient San rock art.

- Notable sites: Cathedral Peak, Amphitheatre, and Tugela Falls?the world's second-highest
waterfall.

2. Midlands Meander

- An area of rolling hills, forests, and quaint towns offering scenic drives, craft markets, and
farm-to-table dining.

- Highlights include the Howick Falls, a spectacular 95-meter waterfall, and the Midlands Meander
Craft Route.

3. Umgeni River Valley
- The river meanders through lush valleys, offering opportunities for birdwatching, kayaking, and

picnicking.
- The valley's natural beauty provides a tranquil contrast to the urban areas and race route.
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Adventure and Outdoor Activities
1. KZN Wildlife Game Reserves

- Several reserves near the route, including the Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park, famous for its
conservation efforts and the Big Five.

- Visitors can embark on safaris to see elephants, lions, rhinos, and more in their natural habitat.
2. Hiking and Mountain Biking Trails

- The South African Midlands offer numerous trails suitable for various skill levels, particularly in
the Drakensberg and Midlands regions.

- Popular trails include the Giants Castle Nature Reserve and the Karkloof Canopy Tours.

3. River Rafting and Water Sports

- The Tugela and Umgeni Rivers provide exciting opportunities for
white-water rafting, kayaking, and tubing.

Local Cuisine and Food Experiences
1. Traditional Zulu Cuisine
- Sample dishes like bunny chow, shisa nyama (barbecue), and umngqusho (samp and beans).

- Many local eateries along the route serve authentic Zulu fare, offering a taste of indigenous
flavors.

2. Farm and Country Dining

- The Midlands area is renowned for its farm-stall eateries, offering fresh produce, homemade
cheeses, and organic meats.
- These stops provide a delightful break and a chance to enjoy farm-to-table dining.

Local Arts, Crafts, and Markets

1. Midlands Meander Craft Markets
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- Discover handmade crafts, pottery, jewelry, and textiles created by local artisans.
- The markets are perfect for souvenirs and supporting local craftspeople.

2. Art Galleries and Cultural Centers

- The KZN Art Gallery in Durban hosts contemporary South African art.
- The Tatham Art Gallery in Pietermaritzburg showcases historical and modern artworks.

Additional Noteworthy Attractions

1. The Nelson Mandela Capture Site

- Located near Howick, this historic site commemorates Nelson Mandela?s arrest in 1962.
- Features an impressive sculpture and visitor center that tells the story of apartheid-era South
Africa.

2. The Battlefields Route

- Rich in history, this area includes sites like Isandlwana and Rorke?s Drift, where famous battles
during the Anglo-Zulu War took place.
- Guided tours offer a deeper understanding of South Africa?s colonial past.

3. The Midlands Meander

- An arts and craft route with many small towns offering galleries, studios, and artisan workshops.
- Ideal for those interested in local crafts and artisan products.

Planning Your Journey Along the Route

- Best Time to Visit: The Comrades Marathon takes place annually in June, which generally offers
mild weather, but check regional climate conditions for outdoor activities.

- Transport Tips: Renting a car provides flexibility to explore attractions at your own pace. Public
transport options are limited in rural areas.

- Accommodation Options: From luxury lodges and guesthouses to camping sites, the region
offers diverse lodging to suit all budgets.
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Conclusion

The route of the Comrades Marathon is not only a corridor of athletic challenge but also a corridor
rich in attractions that showcase South Africa?s natural beauty, historical depth, and cultural
diversity. Exploring these points of interest provides a comprehensive experience, allowing visitors
to immerse themselves in the essence of KwaZulu-Natal. Whether it?s marveling at the majestic
Drakensberg, discovering the vibrant markets of Durban, or learning about the country?s history at
the Nelson Mandela Capture Site, the attractions along the Comrades route promise adventures
that resonate long after the race is over. For runners and spectators alike, taking time to explore
these sites transforms the journey into an unforgettable South African experience.

Attractions Along the Comrades Route: A Comprehensive Guide to South Africa?s Iconic Marathon
Trail

The Comrades Marathon is not merely a race; it is an epic journey through South Africa?s rich
history, diverse landscapes, and cultural tapestry. Spanning approximately 90 kilometers between
the cities of Durban and Pietermaritzburg, the route is renowned worldwide for its challenging
terrain, scenic beauty, and historical significance. Runners and spectators alike are drawn to its
legendary status, but beyond the physical challenge lies a trail dotted with remarkable attractions
that offer a deeper appreciation of South Africa?s heritage, natural splendors, and vibrant
communities. This article explores the key attractions along the Comrades route, providing an
insightful journey through what makes this marathon route a truly unique experience.

Historical Significance of the Route
The Origins of the Comrades Marathon

The Comrades Marathon was first held in 1921, founded by Vic Clapham to honor South African
soldiers who fought in World War |. The route originally connected the towns of Durban and
Pietermaritzburg, symbolizing resilience, unity, and national pride. Over the decades, the race has
grown into a symbol of perseverance, bringing together runners from all over the world.

Historical Landmarks Along the Route
While the marathon itself is a celebration of endurance, certain landmarks along the route serve as

poignant reminders of South Africa?s complex history:

- Maritzburg College and the Old Residency: Located near the start of the route in
Pietermaritzburg, these sites reflect the colonial heritage of the region.
- The Voortrekker Monument and Zulu Battlefields: Though slightly off the main route, detours or
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sightseeing trips can include visits to these historic sites, offering insights into South Africa?s
colonial and indigenous histories.

- Durban?s Old Town: As runners approach the coastal city of Durban, the historic architecture
and vibrant markets echo the city?s colonial past and cultural diversity.

Natural and Scenic Attractions Along the Route
Maritzburg to Camperdown: The Midlands Meander

The route begins in Pietermaritzburg, a city nestled in the rolling hills of KwaZulu-Natal. As runners
head towards Camperdown, they traverse the lush Midlands Meander, a region renowned for its
scenic beauty, indigenous forests, and tranquil rivers.

- Howick Falls: Situated just off the route near Howick, these spectacular waterfalls cascade
approximately 95 meters into the Umgeni River. The falls are a popular stopping point for spectators
and provide a stunning natural spectacle.

- Midlands Forests and Nature Reserves: The route weaves through forests such as the Italtonga
Nature Reserve, offering runners glimpses of endemic flora and fauna?an ode to South Africa?s rich
biodiversity.

The Drakensberg Escarpment and the Highveld

As the route progresses, it skirts the edge of the Drakensberg mountains, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. These majestic peaks dominate the landscape, with rugged cliffs, deep valleys, and
ancient rock art sites.

- Drakensberg?s Rock Art: While not directly on the marathon route, accessible tours to the
nearby caves reveal San rock paintings?some dating back over 6,000 years?highlighting the
region?s archaeological importance.

- The Ascending Hills: The route?s elevation changes bring runners through undulating terrain,
offering breathtaking vistas of the mountains and valleys below.

Urban and Coastal Attractions in Durban

Completing the marathon in Durban immerses runners in South Africa?s vibrant coastal city.

- Golden Mile: The finish line is near Durban?s famous beachfront promenade, lined with golden
sands, surf beaches, and bustling markets.
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- UShaka Marine World: A world-class aquapark and marine theme park that provides
entertainment and relaxation options for visitors.

- Durban Botanic Gardens: Established in 1849, these gardens showcase subtropical plant
collections and historic teak trees, providing a lush respite amid the urban landscape.

Cultural and Community Engagement Along the Route
Zulu Culture and Traditions

KwaZulu-Natal is the heartland of Zulu culture, and the route offers several opportunities to
experience this vibrant heritage:

- Traditional Villages: Spectators often visit local villages en route, where they can witness
traditional dance performances, beadwork, and storytelling.

- Zulu Hospitality: The warm welcome and hospitality extended by local communities create a
festive atmosphere, with food stalls serving traditional dishes like chakalaka and bobotie.

Community Projects and Volunteer Initiatives

The Comrades Marathon is deeply rooted in community spirit:

- Volunteer Programs: Local residents volunteer as marshals, cheer squads, and medical
personnel, creating a sense of unity and pride.

- Charity Initiatives: Many runners participate to raise funds for local charities, fostering social
development and upliftment.

Modern Attractions and Facilities for Visitors
Accommodation and Hospitality

The route passes through a variety of towns and cities offering diverse accommodation options:

- Luxury Lodges and Resorts: In Pietermaritzburg and Durban, high-end lodges provide comfort
and scenic views.

- Guesthouses and B&Bs: Quaint bed-and-breakfast establishments offer intimate settings and
authentic local experiences.

- Camping and Eco-Lodges: For adventurers, camping sites near nature reserves provide an
immersive experience in South Africa?s wilderness.
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Dining and Local Cuisine

South African cuisine along the route reflects its multicultural makeup:

- Spice and Braai (Barbecue) Stalls: Sampling local flavors, including boerewors (farmers?
sausage), bunny chow, and fresh seafood.

- Farmers? Markets: Fresh produce, artisanal crafts, and traditional snacks are widely available,
enriching the cultural experience.

Transportation and Accessibility

Major towns along the route are well-connected by road and public transport, facilitating easy
access for international visitors and local participants alike.

Beyond the Race: Opportunities for Exploration

For those extending their stay, the route offers numerous excursion options:

- iISimangaliso Wetland Park: A UNESCO World Heritage Site near Durban, renowned for its
biodiversity, wetlands, and beaches.

- Drakensberg Adventures: Trekking, rock climbing, and exploring ancient cave paintings.

- Battlefields Tour: Visiting historic sites from the Anglo-Zulu and Anglo-Boer wars, enhancing
understanding of South Africa?s tumultuous history.

Conclusion: The Comrades Route as a Cultural and Natural Tapestry

The attractions along the Comrades route transcend the physical challenge of the marathon,
offering a vivid tapestry of South Africa?s natural beauty, rich history, and diverse cultures. From the
cascading waterfalls of Howick to the rugged peaks of the Drakensberg, and the lively streets of
Durban, each segment of the route provides a unique experience. For runners, spectators, and
explorers alike, the Comrades Marathon is not just a test of endurance but an invitation to immerse
oneself in the soul of South Africa. Its attractions reflect a nation proud of its heritage, resilient in its
spirit, and vibrant in its cultural expressions. Whether seeking adventure, history, or simply the thrill
of the race, the Comrades route remains a compelling journey through one of Africa?s most
captivating landscapes.

QuestionAnswer What are some must-visit attractions along the Comrades Route? Key
attractions include the Nelson Mandela Capture Site, Drakensberg Mountains, and the historic
towns of Pietermaritzburg and Durban, each offering rich history and scenic beauty. How can |
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experience the history of the Comrades Marathon along the route? Visit the Nelson Mandela
Capture Site and the various memorials and museums in Pietermaritzburg that celebrate the
marathon?s heritage and South Africa?s history. Are there natural attractions worth exploring along
the Comrades Route? Yes, the Drakensberg Mountains provide stunning scenery, hiking
opportunities, and waterfalls, making them a highlight for nature lovers traveling the route. What
cultural experiences can | find along the Comrades Route? Experience local Zulu culture in Durban,
visit traditional villages, and explore the diverse culinary offerings in towns along the route. Is it
possible to visit wildlife reserves while traveling along the Comrades Route? Yes, the nearby
Hluhluwe-iMfolozi Park and other game reserves offer wildlife safaris and are accessible from parts
of the route, especially near Durban. Are there recommended stops for food and local cuisine along
the route? Absolutely, Durban is famous for its vibrant Indian and seafood cuisine, while smaller
towns offer traditional South African dishes and local markets. What outdoor activities are popular
along the Comrades Route? Activities include hiking in the Drakensberg, cycling through scenic
routes, and river rafting in nearby areas like the Umgeni River. Can | participate in sightseeing tours
focused on the Comrades Marathon history? Yes, many tour operators offer guided journeys
highlighting the race?s history, landmarks, and stories along the route. What is the best time of year
to explore attractions along the Comrades Route? The best time is during the South African summer
months from November to March when the weather is warm and ideal for outdoor activities and
sightseeing.
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